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Bali’s Bukit Peninsula feels like a Mediterranean
transplant, reports Susan
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stone steps and across footbridges that
span deep, narrowing gullies. We are
greeted at every turn by straw-hatted
gardeners pruning tropical bushes that
seem to grow bigger each time we blink.
All is creeping and climbing, fabulously
fecund and populated by forest monkeys
that play like aerial gymnasts on the
roofs of the spa huts (that's when they
are not skipping about, eveing off fruit
bowls through the glass doorways of
Karma Kandara’s villas).

After a week we are chillaxed, as | am
told the verbs to chill and to relax are
fashionably merged these days. My
hallucinations about the clash of conti-
nents have ceased to matter. Call it the
Mediterranean or southern Bali, heaven
needs no address.

Checklist

Karma Kandara is running a 12 Days of
Yoga with Jessie Chapman retreat from
June 11 to 22. Chapman is an
Australian yoga teacher and author,

and the program includes daily
communal classes, Other Karma spa
retreats include four-night/five-day
Martini & Manicure retreats that
combine detox juices and healthy fare,
with spa indulgences and cocktails.
(By spring 2009, Karma Spas will be
chemical-free environments, including
organic linens and uniforms, amenities
and cleaning fluids.)

Packages from $US674 (3935) a night
for one-bedroom villas to $US995 for
three-bedroom villas (sleep six),
including breakfast and extras. Karma
Resorts is a member of the Leading
Small Hotels of the World Group. More:
www. karmaresorts.com;

www. karmakandara.com;

www. lhw.com.

Garuda has launched its 2009 Bali on
any Budget program, which includes
stay-five-and-pay-for-four-night deals
(also stay 10 and pay for eight) at
Karma Kandara, valid from May 1

for selected periods. More:
www.balionanybudget.com.au.

Bali Holidays special — Page 4




